
 
 
May 16, 2019 
Contact: Mary Alice Fry; 510-658-3530; footloosepresents@gmail.com 
FILE:  Theater/Music/Performance -- see below for details 
Footloose Presents Above Ground, a festival of new theater  
Four weekends:  Thursdays, Fridays, Saturdays, June 6, 7, 8, 13, 14, 15, 20, 21, 22, 27, 28 and 29;  
Plus two Sundays June 16 and 23, 2019  
Mojo Theatre, 2940 16th, San Francisco's Mission district in the historic Redstone Building 
ALL SHOWS AT 8:00 pm  
Tickets $15-30  brownpapertickets.com or call 1-800-838-3006 
Info:Res: 510-658-3530 ftloose.com; facebook.com/FtloosePresents 
 

Four non-stop weeks of indie performances in the Mission. 
Ten ground breaking new shows by local artists 

highlight "who we are now." 
 
Above Ground festival schedule: See below for BIOS, PHOTOS and DESCRIPTIONS. 
Thursday  June 6:  Liz DeRoche/Daniel Larlham; Toni Mikulka/Joey Chang 
Friday June 7:  Toni Mikulka/Joey Chang; Liz Duran Boubion  
Saturday June 8:  Liz Duran Boubion; Natasha Kaluza 
Thursday  June 13:  Janet Collard; David Draffin 
Friday June 14:  Liz DeRoche/Daniel Larlham; Janet Collard  
Saturday June 15:  Liz DeRoche/Daniel Larlham; David Draffin 
Sunday June 16:  David Draffin; Ron Campbell 
Thursday  June 20:  Bob Ernst/Mark Malmberg; David Draffin 
Friday June 21:  Bob Ernst/Mark Malmberg; Lauren Godla/Kristen Rulifson 
Saturday June 22:  Lauren Godla/Kristen Rulifson; Liz Duran Boubion; All Fenner 
Sunday, June 23:  Natasha Kaluza; Ron Campbell 
Thursday  June 27:  All Fenner; Natasha Kaluza 
Friday June 28:  Bob Ernst/Mark Malmberg; All Fenner 
Saturday June 29:  Bob Ernst/Mark Malmberg; All Fenner 
 
San Francisco, California: Footloose Presents  Above Ground, a festival of new theater, June 6-29, 
2019 at Mojo Theatre. Above Ground is packed with ten ground breaking shows by local artists 
who appear in their own dramatic, comedic and musical pieces.  Four non-stop weeks of indie 
performances in the Mission highlight "who we are now."  Five soloists and five groups bring 
original work over 14 evenings of shared programs with one ticket price for each night.   
 
The five soloists are: Liz Duran Boubion, Ron Campbell, Janet Collard, David Draffin and Natasha 
Kaluza. The five ensemble lead artists are: Bob Ernst/Mark Malmberg, Fenner, Lauren 
Godla/Kristen Rulifson, Daniel Larlham/Liz DeRoche, and Toni Mikulka/Joey Chang. 
 
How to Fail is part Ted Talk, poetry reading, standup comedy routine and Learning Annex Seminar all 
rolled into 60 minutes of disaster brought to you by internationally acclaimed actor and clown, Ron 
Campbell. More clowns, puppets, musicians and movers are featured in the Boy who Cried Naked; 
Curvy and Curly; 49/51 Balancing the Comedy and Tragedy of Life; and Giant Puppets Save the 
World!  Live music and movement theater get shook up in Shock Shock Shakeup; The Buck and Bill 
Show; and Performing Valeska. Theatrical storytelling mixes with magical realism in Villains & Fools 
and June Bug Rolls Toward the Sun Like a Scarab.  
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Artistic Director/Producer, Mary Alice Fry, is working with Mojo's Co-Artistic Director, Kimberly Lester, 
to bring a resurgence of creative energy right where the arts are losing ground--the Mission.  Mojo 
Theatre is a 49-seat black box at 2940 16th Street in the Mission district's historic Redstone Labor 
Temple Building. It is located in ground zero of the biggest gentrification story in San Francisco's 
history. The future of the Redstone is hanging in the balance.  
 
We want to bring attention to the fact that we cannot lose more performance spaces. Our fair city is one 
of the birthplaces of performance art and experimental theater. From booms to busts, it is a crossroads 
of counterculture cool and capitalist bravado. Our arts community remains steadfast in the changing 
real estate market to keep presenting at a variety of venues and outdoor events. Footloose has a 
35+year track record of providing resources for Bay Area artists.   
 
Above Ground is putting recognized, award-winning playwrights together with up-and-comers building 
their performance careers. Fry and Lester reached out to the entire Bay Area community and chose risk 
takers who desire to expand their potential with new formats and genres. Some are challenging 
themselves by combining theatrical and musical elements with their choreographic impulses.  
 
Please consider a preview or review, article or listing to help bring attention to the fact that we are 
losing performance spaces at an alarming rate. The producer and artists of this festival are available to 
be interviewed. We want to talk about how we are challenged to work and think in new directions. We 
want to introduce and educate potential new audiences to performance art. We want to find ways to get 
more funding and media coverage. We want to continue our trajectory as experimental theater makers; 
mentoring young cast/crew to make art as a team; and bringing women and LGBTQ artists from 
diverse backgrounds together to overcome isolation in their individual disciplines.  
 

* * * * * * 
 
The plays and playwrights are: 
 
Shock Shock Shakeup 
June 6, 14, 15  
Written/Directed/Performed by Big Drama No Drama  
Liz DeRoche and Daniel Larlham with Madeline HD Brown 
Actor-musicians rock out with spoken word, movement and satirically operatic songs. Daniel 
Larlham's background in text-based psychological drama, heightened classical text, physical theatre in 
the Grotowski lineage and experimental theatre in New York City, brings the team's experience together 
in composition, arrangement and music activism. Daniel's most extensive, ongoing relationships in NYC 
were with the companies Les Freres Corbusier (Heddatron, Hell House, Boozy), The Continuum 
Company (Tempest Tossed, The Natalya Project, Beasts of No Nation) and Group Theory (Bartleby: A 
Rereading). With a MFA in Acting from NYU and a PhD in Theatre from Columbia, Daniel also trained 
extensively in extended vocal technique (Roy Hart approach) and contact improvisation. He now calls 
the Bay Area home and concentrates on composing and performing with his activist rock project, Now 
The Changes. nowthechanges.com. 
Liz DeRoche founded independent record label, AlphaBeat Records, dedicated to the release of family-
friendly music. Tagg Magazine chose Liz as one of its “Women You Should Meet” in 2014 and further 
distinguished her in 2015 as the “Woman You Should Meet of the Year.” In addition to her work as The 
Singing Lizard, Liz has performed with The Pushovers, Cane & the Sticks, and Tom Goss, contributing 
drums, keyboard/piano, vocals and production/arrangements. 
 
June Bug Rolls Toward the Sun Like a Scarab  
June 7, 8, 22  
Written/Choreographed/Performed by Liz Duran Boubion, Directed by Kimberly Lester 
Liz is developing  a world premiere dance theatre work that examines the nature and identity of an 

http://www.nowthechanges.com/


aging Latina dance artist emerging into the next phase of her life and career. She is breaking new 
ground working with theatrical principles at the forefront for the first time through a more in-depth use 
of text in performance. Often using folklore, myth, and autobiographical material in her pieces, Liz is 
also incorporating scientific reasoning and events to illuminate the feminine psyche in connection to 
world politics and climate change. A longtime creative force in the Bay Area, Boubion is the artistic 
director of the Piñata Dance Collective and founder of ¡FLACC! Festival of Latin American Contemporary 
Choreographers. She has a BA in Dance from CSULB, and an MFA in Interdisciplinary Art from California 
Institute of Integral Studies in SF. Visit lizboubion.org 
 
Giant Puppets Save the World 
June 6, 7 
Written/Performed by Toni "Tone" Mikulka and Cello Joe (Joey Chang), Directed by Kimberly 
Lester  
Puppets, props and classical hip hop blast a mix for your senses. Toni's Czech and Joey's Taiwanese 
ethnicity are represented in folktale vignettes featuring sustainable food and gardening themes with 
one overarching story connecting all the amazing characters. Toni Mikulka makes costumes, props, 
flags, and giant puppets out of silk, bamboo, reed, and papier mache using nontoxic processes. Her art 
symbolizes honor, justice, peace, equality, hope, and sustainability. In 2016, she completed 49 rainbow 
flags to memorialize the 49 souls lost in the Orlando attacks. Toni graduated with honors in 
Anthropology and Art from the State University of New York.  In 2010, she was accepted to the Bread 
and Puppet Theater Company in Vermont, and began her set design and puppet performance career.  In 
2011, she received a grant to apprentice with giant puppet artists and taught workshops for the Seattle 
Solstice Parade and the Procession of the Species Parade in Olympia. Toni works at Habitot Children’s 
Museum in Berkeley as a puppeteer teacher and nonprofit manager. Joey Chang aka CelloJoe combines 
cello with beatboxing and has created a unique genre--Classical Hip Hop. CelloJoe records live on stage 
with a loop pedal and produces intricate tapestries of harmony, melody and rhythm. 
giantpuppetssavetheworld.com 
 
49/51 Balancing the Comedy and Tragedy of Life  
June 8, 23, 27  
Written/Performed by Natasha Kaluza, Directed by Beth Clarke 
This personal exposé of a clown caught between her born-again father and new age mother equals a 
teeter-totter existence between good and evil, depression and elation, Jesus and James Brown. Kaluza 
will utilize all of her talents to bring her first, full length, solo show to life. Natasha holds a degree in 
theater and a graduate certificate in dance from UCSC, and attended two years of the SF Clown 
Conservatory under Jeff Raz. She’s performed with the New Pickle Circus, Pickle Circus School Tour, 
Circus Bella, Flynn Creek Circus, Circus of Sound, Sweet Can Productions, Teatro ZinZanni and many 
others. Kaluza serves as co-artistic director for Sweet Can Productions, and helps produce their annual 
holiday show, Mittens & Mistletoe: A Winter Circus Cabaret. Aside from being the Super Duper Hula 
Hooper, she is perhaps best known for her work with partner Jamie Coventry. Coventry & Kaluza won 
Best Comedy/Clown Act in the American Circus Festival two years in a row, and Best Duo in the 
Picklewater Free Circus Festival. coventryandkaluza.com 
 
Performing Valeska 
June 13, 14 
Written/Performed by Janet Collard and co-directed with Dan Saski, Music by Terran Olson, 
Costumes by Keriann Egeland 
This documentary style dance theater with live music is about Valeska Gert who was an anarchic 
feminist known for wild theatrics in her dance solos during the Weimar era in 1920's Berlin. Collard 
narrates and dances in the persona of this eccentric artist. Janet Collard is a dance performing artist, 
singer, actor, choreographer and teacher. She holds a BFA in dance from CalArts and an MFA in dance 
performance and choreography from Mills. She has danced professionally for over a decade in the Bay 
Area for companies including Katie Faulkner's little seismic dance company, Gerald Casel Dance, Nancy 
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Karp and Dancers. Janet was a member of AXIS Dance Company from 2008-2011 during which time she 
toured in the works of many renowned choreographers including David Dorfman, Joe Goode, Kate 
Weare, Shinichi Iova-Koga and others. Her choreography credits include the Youth Musical Theater 
Company, the Berkeley Playhouse, Shotgun Players, Cal Shakes Theater and Re:Act Theater. 
janetcollard.com. 
 
Villains & Fools 
June 13, 15, 16, 20 
Written/Performed by David Draffin, Directed by Kimberly Lester 
David Draffin takes the stage in his newest multi-media solo from his own science fiction theater genre. 
He describes it as mythical, scientific and imaginative beyond the scope audiences anticipate. He plays 
multiple characters who are real people in extraordinary situations. Each piece begins with laughter 
and physical comedy and ends with breathless vertigo. Draffin is an award-winning playwright who, for 
a time, was the youngest playwright the Magic Theatre produced. Creative Artists Agency identified his 
play, Touch, as one of the most noteworthy plays of 1996, along with new works by Joyce Carol Oates 
and August Wilson. He has sold screenplays in Hollywood to New Line and FOX2000 and self-published 
his own novels. He lives in San Francisco with his family and narrates audio books for a wide array of 
authors.  
 
How to Fail: Being Dumb for Dummies in One Uneasy Lesson 
Sundays, June 16 and 23 
Written/Performed by Ron Campbell 
First seen in Playground's Solo festival in January, How to Fail is part Ted Talk, poetry reading, standup 
comedy routine and Learning Annex Seminar all rolled into 60 minutes of disaster. Known for his 
comedic talent the world over, Ron is now a local resident, performing regularly and 
teaching/mentoring professional actors, circus and street performers. Ron created and played the lead 
clown in Cirque du Soleil's Kooza; Cecil B. DeGrille for Teatro Zinzanni; and Buckminster Fuller in The 
History and Mystery of the Universe. Ron is a principal character in Boxcar's Speakeasy and starred in 
Around the World in 80 Days with TheatreWorks. His original play, 'Round Midnight  premiered in 
Footloose's 2018 show, San Francisco, I Love You! A short list of awards includes Bay Area Theater 
Critics for roles in One Man, Two Guvnors at Berkeley Rep and Don Quixote at Marin Shakespeare; 
London Fringe One Man Show of the Year, both LA and Bay Area Critics’ Circle for lead and solo 
performances; four Backstage West Garland awards, 15 Dramalogue awards; a 2002 Helen Hayes and 
The Fox Fellowship for Distinguished Achievement. He has worked at Mark Taper Forum, Seattle Rep, 
San Diego Rep, Old Globe, the Edinburgh Festival and many more. soarfeat.org 
 
The Buck and Bill Show 
June 20, 21, 28, 29 
Written/directed by Bob Ernst, Music by Mark Malmberg performed with the ensemble: Bob 
Ernst, Rachel Richman, Geneva Colcol, Brittany Gilmore and Ron Davis 
This episodic dramatic play with live music is about a small rural community and a local band on their 
way to fame and fortune. Bob Ernst has a lifetime of theater credits with multiple awards for directing, 
acting and playwriting. Bob continues to collaborate and perform as actor/musician in local productions 
such as Last Blue Couch at YBCA in San Francisco in June, 2017 with Epiphany Productions and Island 
City Waterways this past June with Rhythmix in Alameda; plus Erling Wold's operas, UKSUS and 
Certitude & Joy. His long list of credits range from Berkeley Rep, ACT, Magic Theater and Robert Wilson 
to Blake St. Hawkeyes, Ruth Zaporah and Z Space. Mark Malmberg (composer, musical director, 
musician) has been recognized internationally with two Emmys for Individual Achievement in Design; 
Silver from Ars Electronica (Austria) for an animated video for the Grateful Dead and by Ars Electronica 
in the category of Sound Art. His work is in the permanent collection of the Centre Pompidou. He 
performed locally with Barney Jones, the Arabic ensemble Aswat, and in Bob Ernst's pocket opera, 
Catherine’s Care. markmalmberg.com 
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Curvy and Curly 
June 21, 22 
Written/Performed by FloorPlay Dance Theater  
Lauren Godla and Kristen Rulifson  
Rulifson and Godla are Curvy and Curly in their latest incarnation as the comedic dance theater duo, 
FloorPlay. Kristen has worked with Footloose since 2016 in various configurations including 
Bargaining With God, San Francisco, I Love You, Yerba Buena Night and Twirl Me at SAFEhouse. She 
has recently taken on acting roles. Studying with Tom Bentley-Fisher, Kristen is integrating his 
technique with her 20 years of experience as a movement artist. Her most recent performances have 
been under the direction of Seth Eisen (Eye Zen Presents), Krista DeNio (KDMG), Adam Kotin 
(Dugway Theater) Mary Alice Fry (Footloose) and Liz Boubion (Piñata Dance Collective ). Lauren Godla  
is a dancer, choreographer and teacher. She recently performed her own original work at Bandaloop, La 
Maison, the Levy Salon and SafeHouse Arts. 
 
The Boy who Cried 'Naked' 
June 22, 27, 28, 29 
Written/Performed by Fenner with Katarina Countiss, James Green, Kaya Mey, Michelle Owen 
and Annikah Woodward; Dramaturg Emily Haydock; Director Sabrina Wenske 
Clowning, music and puppet theater with storytelling tumble around in the tale of the boy who cried, 
"the  Emperor is naked!" This devised one-act asks how do we take control of a shared narrative that 
keeps repeating itself? Fenner is a multifaceted theater maker who has performed and trained with 
Naked Empire Buffon Company, Ragged Wing Ensemble, Theater of Yugen, Chick Flick improv, LiarLiar 
Theater Co. and is currently an Accomplice with foolsFURY. Other credits include: Picasso's fever dream 
play Desire Caught by the Tail with Fire House Art Collective in 2016; founding director of Agile Rascal 
Bicycle Touring Theater's 2015 cross country tour; Best of the 2013 Fringe Festival in O Best Beloved 
with Idiot String Productions; and work on developing the role of "performance guide" for 
Neurosociety at PACE Institute with David Byrne and Mala Gaonkar.  
 
Footloose is funded by San Francisco Grants for the Arts, generous individuals and businesses.   
### 
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